


Everyone who has mucked through 
even parts of the Nixoit Water- 
gate transcripts has remarked on 
the immorality they expose. But the 
accompanying mindlessness seems to 
have been missed. Not just the lack of 
precise thought, but the lack of thought 
itself This is the vacuum George Or- 
well described when he wrote in ‘Poli- 
tics and the English Language*’: “By 
using stale metaphors, similes and 
; idioms . . . (one) is not really thinking.” 

For example: Nixon talks to Dean 
about whether to pay blackmail, "if 
they, for example, say let's cut our 
losses and you say we are going down 
the road to see if we can cut oyr losses 
and no more blackmail and all the 
rest. And then the thing blows cutting 
Bob fHalderoan) and the rest to pieces 
. . The “they” is not identified, nor is 
the machine that after reaping losses 
goes down the road with a bang. 

. Nixon and Dean again, in one of 
the finest passages in the whole 1,308 
pages, are pure Pirandello: 

. , ** / • * ‘ ‘ 

/ Nixon: Is it too late to go the hang 
l out road? 

Dean: Yes, I think it is. The hang 
out road. 

Nixon: The hang out road. 

Dean: It was kicked around. Bob 
and I and - - *. 

■ Nixon: Ehriichman always felt it 
should be hang out. 

These men are not talking about get- 
ting into their car and driving to a 
friendly bar. Remove the stale meta- 
phor and they are saying: 

Nixon: is it too late to tell the truth? 

Dean: Y’es. 

That says it all. To quote Orwell’s es- 
say again: “When one watches some 
tired hack repeating the t 
phrases . . one often has a c u$ 
feeling that one is not watching a live 
human being, but some kind of 
dummy.” 

The tapes are crammed ’.with' mixed, 
dull metaphors that scream the ab- 
sence of thought. Dean tells the Presi- 
dent that he can persuade the Cabinet 
, that ilaldeman and Ehriichman are 
‘innocent: “Like we were selling Whea- 
4 ties . . Nixon replies: “The problem 
that you have are these mine fields on 
• down the road.” Some poor drummer 
from General Mills is going to lose his 
foot? On dealing with the Erwin com- 
mittee Nixon muses: “I do think Klein- 
dienst has got to take up the leading 


Ehriichman talks of protecting the 

• President “What 1 am getting at here 
is to insulate you, number one. To 

( make you appear to be ahead of the 
power curve . . ,J But in flying the 
most wany-roii- attitude is to appear 
ah, of i t power curve. One is be* 
-0 but some l ev instrument is lying, 
m • * i. *‘babiv he :> crash; per* 
haps into a s»nne\.ah. One will Jiang 
out, bloody and mind' with bib of ma- 
chine, bii down thfe road. s* ' 

Occasionally the blurring of thought 
by iuriky metaphor becomes almost 
conscious. N bum, Ehriichman and 
HMemba discus* how John Mitchell 

should testify before the grand jury. 

Nixon: ‘ Does Mncheli come in 
ami say, ‘Mv memory was at fault. I 

f lied?” 

| Ehriichman: “No. He can’t say that 
| He- says *~ah —ah ** ^ *■ t - v • ■ 

} Nixon: ‘That without Intending I 
1 may have been responsible frit this; I 
\ regret it Very - me ft but I did not re&b 
Ue what : v vert up to. They wer*, 

| we were, taitemy about dppUt | 

: o ranges . . ' , ‘f’: - 

i Haldemr . i Hunk juk &*■ author* 
ized apples ar.u they bought orange*.** 

TratisiaUi " lie said keep new** 
paper clios i a the I )* i mocr&is and they 
bugged Urn Watergate. 

The pressure builds and Nixon I* 

forced to ‘To public”; make a state- 
ment sa> m te conducted an investiga- 
tion wm-b in riot be did not conduct. 
Nixon : "Yeah-— the President hi?* — the 
Preside' 1 on March 21 has Undertaken 
a perse? a 1 ijr 'estimation— -you know 
has uhdertuken his own personal in* 
legation ...” 

Tht*re are moments when truth, 
for cp / way up t: ough the layers of 
lead metaphor. V one point the Presi* 
d ml s 4 . ; ig u, assure Henry Peter* 
sep pin ecme Doan and let Halde* 
man and Dhrii L*n, ri go, T don't liko 
to put tab a* them in the same 
bag” President 

' Peuxwr r p the .. literal met** 
pher.. "Mr. President, whs. do you not 
like to ’phi then i. tiu? same bag? You 
don’* Ukc to pu: i; cm In the same bag 
because Haldeman and Ehriichman ara 

and you-*-” 
n-v U uin * that,* the trapped 
President interrupts, “it isn’t that” 1 
in the cud, ever, the stale metaphoi* 
were mine field*. 


The writer is Washington < out-rib - 
ut or to Y ew l imes. 


oar on this business of Weicker right 
away.” What does he do with the 
raised oar? Hit the senator? 

Nixon waves his mixed metaphor 
wand at Judge Sirica: ‘The Judge . . . 
is the big white knight now. He is 
clean a? a hounds tooth.” He ponders 
whether Haldeman should make a pub- 
lic statement: , . Bob* the forthcom- 

ing thing which 1 think I tilted against 
— 1 think, i am now tilting for.” Will the 
grand jury indictments stop at John 
f Mitchell? Nixon wonders: “ . , , if they 
{get a hell of a big fish that Is going to 
j take a lot of the fire out of this thing 
. . . ” — particularly If the former Attor- 
ney General is still wet when they 
throw Mm on the coals. 

Orweil wrote: “The great enemy of 
clear language is insincerity.” 

Laier in the tapes the charred fish 
turns into an infection and a house 
cleaning problem. Nixon tells Ehrlich 
man: “We have to prick the boil and 
take the heat.” Ehriichman, a hard 
ball player in the world of mixed 
metaphor, replies: w . . . the Idea is, 

I this will prick the boil. It may not. The 
history of this thing has to be, though, 
that you do not tuck this under the 
rug.” Grandmother told me a strip of 
carpet, worn around the neck at night 
cures carbuncles. Ehriichman is eiway 
“stone wailing” people and ‘Tunning 
out the bottom line.”* He advises 
Haldeman: “The President has backed 
off bis rock solid po.sitkm,*' And per- 
haps landed on his {expletive deleted)? 
Discussing who was responsible for 
paying the hush money he says: * ; * . 
The coloring -,e key 
pocket.” ‘ Y ... ’ 

Will Ehrlirhfnan fell the truth be- 
lore Us! Er\ *r CommiHee? Ue 
answers: T oil nsk me, ‘Do I cave 

now^’ Mv fcelinf about this whole 
thin;. ? *? that ought to be looking at 
every nook a .4 cranny for every de- 
vice that thv, c is to. be forthcoming/' 
The Presidem and his adviser* spend 
so much time on the -tapes; going over 
the same ground because they cannot 
talk meaningfully to each other. I 
aui oil en iranued ot Vietnam, whore 
the military were not just lying to the 
press, but, far more fatally, to them- 
selves. 


V' 



